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By Harris R. Greenberg

S P O N S O R E D  BY  T H E  C O M P U T E R  C L U B

Tech Tips

Using Apple and Google Maps

Most of us use Google Maps 
and/or Apple Maps on our mo-
bile devices and cars to find our 
way around. They operate pret-
ty much the same, so we’ll take 
a high-level look at how they 
function.

A couple of things to keep in mind
If you’re driving, you should use your map app be-

fore you get in the car and print out the directions or 
a map to take with you. If you have a passenger, ask 
them to use their phone or a printout to read you di-
rections while you do the driving. This is especially 
true if you have poor eyesight. You can also say “hey 
Siri” or “hey Google” and ask your mobile device to 
read turn-by-turn directions out loud to you as you 
drive.

Map apps tend to drain your battery fairly quickly, 
so if you’re going to be driving for an hour or more, 
you may need to keep your phone or tablet plugged 
into a car charger.

Enable location services to get 
the most out of your maps

Some people have privacy concerns about enabling 
location services in settings on their mobile devices. 
However, when you turn on location services, your 
mapping apps can respond to questions such as “driv-
ing directions to the nearest Safeway.” Your current 

position is displayed on the map as a pulsating small 
circle, which moves along the streets shown on the 
screen.

Both Apple and Google maps allow you to share 
your current location with family and friends so that 
you can meet them or let them see how far away you 
are.

Mapping apps integrate well with other  
apps on your mobile devices

Apple and Google Maps integrate with other apps 
that work on Apple or Android mobile devices. For 
example, when you enter an address for a new con-
tact, whether it is a person or a business, a small 
map icon is inserted with the address, and if you 
click on that icon you can immediately get driving 
directions.

You can also say “hey Siri” or “hey Google” to get 
restaurant locations or menus, for example. The app 
will show you several restaurant choices (sorted by 
distance) based on your location. You can also search 
for nearby gas, groceries, hotels, postal services, 
and much more. Hovering over the pin next to your 
searched locations will reveal a box of information 
with the name, address, phone number and operating 
hours in it.

Picking routes and checking current  
and future traffic conditions

When you enter an address into Apple or Goo-
gle Maps, you can choose how you want to travel 
to your destination – by car, public transportation, 
walking, cycling or even ride-booking apps. Once 
you select your mode of travel, the app will esti-
mate how long it will take you to arrive at your 
destination.

Getting directions for different modes of travel is 
as easy as 1, 2, 3, according to the Google Maps Help 

page (see link below) – here are the steps along with 
the icons to look for:

Click Directions 
Click points on the map, type an address, or add a 

place name.
Choose one of the following modes of transpor-

tation:
Driving: 
Transit: 
Walking: 
Cycling: 
Flight:  (option only shown on a computer)
Ride:  (option only shown on a mobile device)

After a map and your directions are displayed, 
you can add additional stops, or “waypoints” to the 
middle of the route by clicking on the menu icon 
(three dots or lines) and then clicking on the “+” 
icon. You can also do this after you’ve started trav-
eling, and want to add a point of interest or rest stop 
along your way.

If you’re driving, the map will show you route op-
tions with estimated driving times. The routes can 
also show you where traffic is slow or stopped, or 
even where there may be an accident, so that you can 
choose the best route to drive.

Link to the iPhone User Guide for Apple maps: 
https://tinyurl.com/using-a-maps

L i n k  to  t he  G oog le  Maps  Help  page:  
https://tinyurl.com/using-g-maps

Here’s a link to a thorough comparison of both 
apps (on mobile devices): https://tinyurl.com/apl-vs-
gl-maps

Have a tech question or want to see an archive 
of previous Tech Tips columns? Go to the Comput-
er Club website www.caccor.com, and click on the 
LINKS menu choice at the top-right of the page.

Resident’s walk produces a tale of three ships

The Grey Lady

Three-masted schooner C.A. Thayer

Saildrone Surveyor

By John Murphy

On a recent walk, my wife, 
Nan Warren, and I came 
across these three quite dif-
ferent ships: one launched in 
2021, one in 1974 and one in 
1895.

One is powered by wind, 
one by wind and sun, and one 
has to be towed everywhere it 
goes.

You can probably guess the 
age of each vessel from the 
photos.

You may have seen the 
three-masted schooner sailing 
the Bay before she was hauled 
out recently to have her bot-
tom cleaned and painted. 
More on her next week

Is the gray lady one vessel 
or two? She is a puzzle in oth-
er ways, too, as we will find 
out in two weeks.

We photographed the scar-
let lady at the Saildrone base 
on Alameda Island. Her name 
and the photo tell you most of 
what there is to know: Sail-
drone Surveyor is a drone; 
there’s no sign of any crew 
space; and those look like so-
lar panels on her sides.

Here’s some information 
taken from her website:

The rationale for Sail-
drone Surveyor? Less than 
20% of Earth’s oceans have 
been mapped using modern, 
high-resolution technology. 
We know more about the to-
pography of the moon and 
Mars than we do about our 
own planet. You need seafloor 
information to place trans-
oceanic cables, for safety of 
navigation, to find submerged 
seismic faults that cause tsu-
namis, and to select locations 

to build off-shore wind tur-
bines

Saildrone Surveyor was 
launched Jan. 11 and is 72 feet 
long.

She is the world’s most 
advanced uncrewed surface 
vehicle. A pilot controls her 
remotely via satellite, which 
also provides a real-time data 
upload. She has four cameras 
on board.

In her keel are several in-
struments: an Echo Sounder 
capable of mapping the sea-

f loor down to 7,000 meters 
below the surface; two Acous-
tic Doppler Current Profilers 
to measure ocean currents 
and to understand what is in 
the water column; and anoth-
er Echo Sounder for fish stock 
assessments.

After completing sea trials 
during the next few weeks, 
the Surveyor’s first mission 
will be to sail from San Fran-
cisco to Hawaii on a shake-
down cruise.

Next week: the sailing ship.

Alameda is a treasure trove of nautical interest


